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Area  Health  Office, 
2  Mar son  Road, 
Clevedon . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
for  1971  . 

The  population  continues  its  steady  increase  and  the 
mid  year  estimate,  41,970,  is  a  little  below  the  true 
figure,  as  shown  by  the  census  figure  of  42,005, 
enumerated  a  few  weeks  earlier  in  the  year.  The  rise 
in  the  population  of  Long  Ashton  is  mainly  and 
increasingly  due  to  net  immigration;  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  only  contributing  about  15%  of 
that  increase  in  1971. 

At  the  end  of  April,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  Barker,  went  off  sick  and  only  returned  to  work  for 
a  few  weeks  in  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  staff  has 
loyally  co-operated  to  try  and  make  up  for  Mr.  Barker's 
absence,  but  inevitably  some  of  the  routine  and  less 
urgent  work  has  fallen  in  arrears „ 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hitchcock  for  preparing  most  of 
the  work  in  this  report,  and  to  Mr.  Jones  acting  as 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  most  of  the  year. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  Councillors  and 
Officers  of  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council. 

J  beg  to  remain 
Your  obedient  servant, 


V.N.  BAKER 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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STATISTICAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


General  Statistics  -  1971 


Area 


45,030  Acres 


Population  (Mid  year  estimate) 

Area  Comparability  Factors 
Rateable  Value,  1st  April  1971 
Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Vital  Statistics 


41,970 

Births  -  0.99 
Deaths  -  1.07 
£1,461 ,850. 

£14,454. 

for  1971 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

354 

312 

666 

Illegitimate 

10 

12 

22 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident 
population  =  16.4 


Stillbirths 

364 

324 

688 

■ 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

still)  births  =  13.0 

Deaths 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  cent 

189 

live  births 

of  total  live 

186 

births  =  3.0 

375 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  =8.9 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  =  0 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
live  births 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  rate,  stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


(total  = 

8)  - 

12.0 

(total  = 

8)  - 

12‘.0 

(total  = 

0)  - 

0 

(total  = 

7)  - 

10.0 

(total  = 

7)  - 

10.0 

(total  = 

16)  - 

23.0 

VITAL  STATISTICS  -  1962  -  1971 


Live  Births 


Year 

Legitimate 

Male  Female 

Illegitimate 
Male  Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 
Estimated  Resident 

Long  Ashton 

Crude  Adjusted 

of  the 
Population 

England 
&  Wales 

1962 

293 

283 

8 

13 

597 

19.8 

- 

18.0 

1963 

332 

300 

17 

13 

662 

20.7 

21.1 

18.2 

1964 

371 

334 

21 

14 

740 

22.7 

23.1 

18.4 

1965 

349 

308 

12 

15 

684 

20.3 

19.0 

18.0 

4 

1966 

341 

328 

14 

13 

696 

19.8 

18.8 

17.7 

1967 

327 

336 

11 

12 

686 

19.0 

18.0 

17.2 

1968 

305 

257 

17 

12 

591 

15.8 

15.0 

16v9 

1969 

308 

331 

12 

11 

662 

17.0 

16.8. 

16.3 

1970 

302 

296 

17 

12 

627 

15.7 

15.5 

16.0 

.  1971 

354 

312 

10 

12 

688 

16.4 

16.2 

16.0 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  is  the  crude  rate  multiplied 
factor,  which  adjusts  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
correspond  with  those  of  England  and  Wales.  The  same 
death  rate. 

Stillbirths 

by  the  area  comparability 
the  population  to 
applies  to  the  adjusted 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths 

Long  Ashton  England  &  Wales 

1962 

2 

9 

11 

19.5 

18.1 

1963 

i 

6 

7 

10.5 

17.3 

1964 

2 

3 

5 

6.7 

1  6.4 

1965 

4 

5 

9 

13.0 

15.7 

1966 

3 

4 

7 

10.0 

15.4 

1967 

2 

4 

6 

9.0 

14.8 

1968 

4 

4 

8 

13.0 

14.0 

1969 

4 

2 

6 

9.0 

13.0 

1970 

4 

2 

6 

9.0 

13.0 

1971 

6 

3 

9 

13.0 

12.0 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  -  1962  -  1971 


Deaths 


Rate  per  1 , 

000 

of  the 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Estimated  Resident 

Population 

Long  Ashton 

England 

Crude  Adjusted 

St  Wales 

1962 

161 

180 

341 

11.1 

11.9 

1963 

182 

176 

358 

11.2  10.4 

12.2 

1964 

173 

158 

331 

10.1  9.4 

11  .3 

1965 

162 

171 

333 

9.8  9.9 

11.5 

1966 

184 

168 

352 

10.0  9.8 

11.7 

1967 

184 

162 

346 

9.6  9.3 

11.2 

1968 

174 

158 

332 

8.9  9.0 

11.9 

1969 

188 

164 

352 

9.0  9.5 

11  .9 

1970 

206 

194 

400 

10.0  10.7 

11.7 

1971 

189 

1  86 

375 

8.9  9.5 

11.6 

Year 

Death  Rate  of  all 
infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

Death  Rate  under 

4  weeks  of  age  per 
1,000  live  births 

Death  Rate  of  infants 
under  one  week  of  age  and 
stillbirths  per  1,000 

Long 

Ashton 

England  St 
Wales 

Long 

Ashton 

England  St 
Wales 

total  live  St 

stillbirths 

Long  Ashton 

England  St  Wales 

1962 

1 5  o  0 

21  .6 

11.6 

15.1 

27.9 

30.8 

1963 

1 6  c  6 

20.9 

13.6 

14.2 

22.4 

29.3 

1964 

5.4 

20.0 

4.0 

13.8 

12  .1 

28.2 

1965 

16o0 

19.0 

8.8 

13.0 

18.8 

26.9 

1966 

12.9 

19.0 

5.7 

12.9 

14.2 

26.3 

1967 

9.0 

18.3 

4.4 

12.5 

13.0 

25.4 

1968 

19.0 

18.0 

13.5 

12.3 

25.0 

25.0 

1969 

8.0 

18.0 

6.0 

12.0 

13.0 

23.0 

1970 

14.0 

18.0 

10.0 

12.0 

16.0 

23.0 

1971 

12.0 

18.0 

10.0 

12.0 

23.0 

22.0 
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LONG  ASHTON  -  1971 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


SEX 


Total  Under  4  weeks 
all  4  &,  under 

Ages  weeks  1  year 


1-  5- 


15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 


Enteritis  and  Other 
Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm^ . 
Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm, , 
Laryn 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Lung,  bronchus 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


1 

2 

5 

4 

7 

4 

1 

12 

2 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  M 

Breast  F  7 


-------32 

-------  1  3 

------142 

-  -  -  -  1  -1  -  2 

-------  1 


2 


4  4 
1  1 


2 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  p 

Uterus 

Leukaemia  ^ 

F 

Other  Malignant  M 

Neoplasms  F 

Benign  and  Unspecified  M 
Neoplasms  F 

M 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

M 


Anaemias 

r 

,  „  M 

Mental  Disorders 

r 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Nervous  System  F 


3 

2 

12 

18 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 


Chronic  Rheumatic 
Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 


M  2 

F  3 

M  1 

F  1 


1 


1  1 


1 


1 


1  - 


1 


2  13  3  1 
1  4  3  3  7 


1 


1 


1 

2 

1 

1 


1 


Ischaemic  Heart 
Di sease 

Other  Forms  of 
Heart  Disease 


M  58 

F  38 

M  7 

F  5 


Cerebrovascular  M  19 

Disease  F  37 


1  5  12  24  16 

5  14  19 

-12  13 

-  -  -  -  5 

1  4  2  12 

1  3  13  20 
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Causes  of  Death 

Continued  SEX 


Other  Diseases  of  M 

Circulatory  Disease  F 

M 

Pneumonia 

r 

Bronchitis  and  M 

Emphysema  F 

M 

Asthma  F 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Respiratory  System  F 

M 

Peptic  Ulcer  „ 

r 

Intestinal  Obstruction  M 

and  Hernia  F 

,  M 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

r 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Digestive  System  F 

Other  Diseases,  M 

Genito-Urinary  System  F 

Diseases  of  Musculo-  M 

Skeletal  System  F< 

,  ,  .  M 

Congenital  Anomalies 

r 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  M 
Labour,  etc.  F 

Other  Causes  of  M 

Perinatal  Mortality  F 


Total  Under 
all  4 
Ages  weeks 


7 

12 

10 

23 

21 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 


4  weeks 
&  under 

1  year  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 


1 


-33 
-  11 

2  17 

-  2  21 

3  9  8 

1-2 

-  1  - 

1 

1 

-  -  1 


2  -  - 

-  -  1 

1-2 


1 


1 


1 


Symptoms  and  Ill- 
defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self- 
inflicted  Injuries 

All  other  External 
Causes 

Total  all  Causes 


M 

F  2 

M  2 

F  2 

M  3 

F  4 

M  1 

F 

M  2 

F  1 

M  1 89 

F  186 


5 

2 


1  1 
1 


1 

5  16  36  61  60 
7  7  19  47  102 
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POPULATION 


Census  1861  Population  29,304 

Census  1971  Population  42,005 


Year 

Estimate  mid-year 
population 

Total  increase  from 
previous  year 

Natural 

increase 

Net 

Immigration 

1962 

30,610 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

31,850 

1,240 

304 

936 

1964 

32,660 

810 

408 

401 

1965 

33,680 

1,020 

351 

669 

1966 

35,060 

1,380 

344 

1,036 

1967 

36,070 

1,010 

340 

670 

1968 

37,430 

1 , 360 

259 

1,101 

1969 

39,000 

1,570 

310 

1,260 

1970 

39,960 

960 

227 

773 

1971 

41,970 

2,010 

313 

1,697 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Total 

1966 

Cases 

1967 

Notifi 

1968 

ed 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Measles 

5 

517 

1  04 

607 

246 

850 

132 

98 

615 

276 

Scarlatina 

2 

6 

29 

43 

19 

22 

21 

10 

6 

8 

(Scarlet  Fe ver ) 

Dysentery 

3 

3 

6 

6 

6 

23 

12 

43 

7 

18 

Whooping  cough 

14 

86 

22 

31 

12 

34 

44 

1 

4 

36 

Acute  Primary 

13 

- 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

Not 

notifiable 

pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

“ 

- 

3 

8 

4 

2 

1 

Not 

notifi able 

Food  Poisoning- 

- 

- 

2 

17 

4 

14 

7 

13 

10 

12 

Tuber culo si s 

Respiratory 

- 

- 

7 

f 

6 

5 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

Non  -r  e  s  pi  r  a  t.  or  y 

- 

- 

o 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Acute  encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Typhoid  fever 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Not 

.  notifiable 

I nf ec t i  ve  J aundi.  ce 

12 

51 

73 

3 

Acute  meni  ngi t i  s 


2 


Report  of 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

1971 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  sUpply  piped  water  throu^out^the^^ 

-  ^nation  occurred  in  19n. 

There  are  still  some  115  houses  not  on  mains  supply. 

-F  r*  oMinc  houses  and  the  number  of  the  population 
A  table  showing  the  number  °f  ^ ( A }  direct  to  the  houses  and  (ii)  by  means 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  (l>  direct  to 
of  standpipes,  in  respect  of  each  parish,  follows. 


Parish 


Acres 


Number 

Approx  of  houses 

Number  Population  supplied 

of  at  direct 

Houses  31.12.71  from  mains 


Abbots  Leigh 

2,260 

262 

895 

Backwell 

2,929 

1,397 

4,345 

Barrow  Gurney 

2,064 

111 

410 

Bro ckley 

1,148 

94 

270 

Clapton-in-Gordano 

1,355 

109 

365 

1  013 

317 

1 , 035 

Cleeve 

Dundry 

2, 598 

294 

995 

Easton— in— Gor dan o 

1,864 

1,794 

5,415 

Flax  Bourton 

630 

146 

450 

830 

85 

280 

Kenn 

Kingston  Seymour 

2,652 

73 

230 

Long  Ashton 

4,018 

1 ,593 

5,175 

Nail  sea 

2,866 

2,996 

8,195 

North  Weston 

1,063 

981 

2,835 

Portbury 

2,845 

269 

810 

Tickenham 

1,629 

310 

1 ,105 

Walton-in-Gordano 

908 

101 

265 

Weston— in— Gor dano 

708 

79 

265 

Winford 

3,340 

588 

1 , 845 

Wraxall 

4,125 

678 

2,020 

Yatton 

4 , 1 85 

1,916 

5,760 

45,030 

14, 193 

42,965 

257 

1,391 

106 

91 

109 

310 

287 

1,787 

143 

80 

69 

1,588 

2,993 

963 

264 

306 

101 

75 

577 

675 

1,906 


Estimated 
Popln. 
supplied 

direct  Houses. 


Supplied 
from 
Standpipe? 


Poj 


880 

4,325 

405 

260 

365 

1,015 

975 

5,400 

445 

270 

225 

5,160 

8,185 


2,810 


800 

1,095 

265 

255 

1,820 

2,010 

5.740 


1' 


14,078 


42,705  12 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Parishes  with  Main  Drainage  and 
Efficient  Disposal  Systems 

Backwell,  excluding-  Backwell  Common  and  Downside. 

Cleeve ,  excluding  eastern  portion  of  parish. 

Long  Ashton  excluding  Leigh  Woods. 

Flax  Bourton. 

Easton-in~Gordano . 

Nailsea,  excluding  West  End  and  the  South-eastern  area  towards  Backwell. 
North  Weston. 

Clapton-in-Gordano . 

Portbury 

Winford,  excluding  Ridgehill. 

Yatton,  excluding  Lower  Claverham  and  North  End  area. 

Wraxall,  Sixty  Acres. 

Schemes  Completed 


Long  Ashton  - 

Leigh  Woods  Sewerage  Scheme  -  Stage  1 
Yeomeads  -  relaying  foul  sewer 

Nailsea  - 

Pound  Lane,  Relief  Sewer. 

North  Weston  - 

Valley  Road  Sewer  Extension 

Yatton  - 

High  Street/Well  Lane  Relief  Sewer 
Kingston  Seymour  - 

Yeo  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  Contract  3  - 

Outfall 

Schemes  in  Progress 

Yeo  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  - 

Contract  1  -  Sewers  at  Backwell,  Nailsea 
Kenn  to  works  at  Kingston 
Seymour . 

Contract  2  -  Sewage  Disposal  Works  j 
Kingston  Seymour. 


£22,000 

£15,000 

£5,000 

£7,700 

£2,500 

£137,000 


£1,450,000 

£835,000 


-11  - 


Future  Proposals 


Yeo  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  - 

Contract  4  -  Sewers  at  Kingston  Seymour, 

Wraxall,  Tickenham  and  Yatton 


£887,000 


Gordano  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  - 

Covering  Easton-in-Gordano,  Portbury, 
North  Weston  and  link  with  Portishead 


£1,300,000 


Easton-in-Gordano  -  Ham  Green  Extension 


£5,500 


Long  Ashton  -  Leigh  Woods  Sewerage 
Scheme  Phase  II 


Not  known 


Dundry 


Village  and  Coldharbour  areas 


Not  known 


Conservancy  Systems 

The  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  on  the  Council's  records  is  now 
just  under  1,800.  2,003  loads  were  removed  from  household  premises  at  a 

charge  of  £1.00  per  load  or  at  £3.00  per  load  if  a  public  sewer  is 
available.  134  loads  were  removed  from  business  premises  at  a  charge 
of  £3.00  per  hour. 

The  number  of  dwellings  relying  on  pail  closet  accommodation  is  estimated 
to  be  190. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  Collection 

The  Council  employ  5  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  provide  a  weekly 
collection  of  domestic  refuse  throughout  the  district.  Some  trade  refuse 
has  also  been  collected  weekly  free  of  charge,  but  it  is  proposed  that  as 
from  the  1st  April  1972,  such  collections  shall  be  on  a  chargeable  basis. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Domestic  and  trade  refuse  disposal  is  by  way  of  controlled  tipping  at  the 
two  tips  in  the  district  one  of  which  is  now  only  occasionally  used. 

Civic  Amenities  Act.  1967 

The  Council  provide  free  disposal  facilities  to  persons  bringing  old  vehicles 
and  other  bulk  refuse  to  the  tips.  There  is  also  a  special  collection  on 
Saturday  mornings  which  included  disused  refrigerators  but  not  old  vehicles. 
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HOUSING 


Dwellings  Provided  during-  1971 


Houses 

durin 

erected 

g  year 

Houses  in  course 

of  erection 

Gained  from 

conversion  of 
large  houses 
into  flats  or 
dwellings 

Lost  from 

conversion 

of  two  or 

more  houses 

to  one 

For  slum 

clearance 

For  other 

purposes 

For  slum 

clearance 

For  other 

purposes 

Local 

Authority  - 

91 

— 

98 

— 

Private 

Enterprise 

345 

572 

5 

' 

Number  of  Houses 

Erected : 

Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise 

1961 

66 

444 

1962 

27 

435 

1963 

48 

375 

1964 

75 

472 

1965 

23 

411 

1966 

50 

440 

1967 

13 

378 

1968 

118 

450 

1969 

77 

505 

1970 

28 

394 

1971 

91 

345 

The  number  of  post-war  houses  erected  since 

1st  April 

1945:- 

By  Local  Authority 

-  2,010 

By  Private  Enterprise  -  6,635 

Old  Peoples  Dwellings 

Number  erected  to 

31/12/71 

Number  in  course  of  erection 

With  County 

Without  County 

With  County  Without 

County 

Council  Aid 

Council  Aid 

Council  Aid  Council 

Aid 

132 

102 

- 

16 

Future  Housing  Programme: 

1972  - 

84 

1973  - 

Not  known 
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Houses  Required: 


(i) 

To  replace  houses  scheduled  for 

demoli ti on 

- 

36 

(ii) 

To  abate  overcrowding 

-  • 

0 

(iii  ) 

For  other  purposes 

- 

188 

(iv) 

Applications  for  Council  houses 

at  end  of  year 

— 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases 

— 

68 

(b)  Applications  for  Old  People 

's  Dwellings 

- 

106 

(c)  Others 

- 

14 

Total  Applications 

- 

188 

(v) 

Total  number  of  council  houses  sold  during  year 

- 

None 

Number 

of  Dwellings  in  the  District 

As  at 

31st  December  1970  - 

Local  Authority 

2,273 

Private  Enterprise 

11 ,489 

Totals 

13,762 

Gained 

by  conversion  and  erected  - 

Local  Authority 

91 

Private  Enterprise 

350 

Totals 

441 

14,203 

Less  houses  demolished,  closed  10 


14,193 


Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  as  at  the  31st  December  1971: 

Local  Authority  2,364 

Private  Enterprise  11,829 


14,193 


number  of  dwellings  at  the 

end  of  each  year  since 

Local  Authority 

1961  is  as  follows: 

Private  Enterpri 

1961 

1, 817 

7,817 

1962 

1,835 

8,241 

1963 

1,883 

8,600 

1964 

1,958 

9,046 

1965 

1,981 

9,448 

1966 

2,031 

9,886 

1967 

2,  048 

10,250 

1968 

2,166 

10,679 

1969 

2,243 

11,173 

1970 

2,273 

11,489 

1971 

2,364 

11 ,829 
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Housing  Act  1957 


(i) 

Number  of  houses  officially  represented  under 

Section  16  of  the  Act  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  at 

reasonable  expense  -  4 

(ii) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  under  Section  17  1 

(iii  ) 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  17  -  4 

(iv) 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of 

formal  action  under  Sections  9  or  16  or 

by  informal  action  by  the  Department  -  17 

In  addition  to  the  houses  lost  by  the  above  demolition  and  closures, 
four  dwellings  were  demolished  in  connection  with  the  Nailsea 
Redevelopment  Scheme.  Also  one  dwelling  was  demolished  and  the 
site  re-developed  at  North  Weston. 

Housing  Act  1969 


(i) 

House  Improvements  -  The  number  of  applications  received 
for  grant  aid  under  the  Act  is  as  follows: - 

Received  Approved 

Appli-  No.  of  Appli-  No.  of 

cations  Dwellings  cations  Dwellings 

Improvement 

Grants 

47  48  43  44 

Standard 

Grants 

10  10  10  10 

Special 

Grants 

-  - 

(ii) 

Qualification  Certificates  - 

During  the  year  four  applications  were  received  under  the  Act 
for  a  Qualification  Certificate,  certifying  that  the  dwelling 
is  provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  and  is  in  a  good 
state  of  repair,  to  enable  the  owner  to  apply  to  the  Rent 
Officer  for  the  registration  of  a  fair  rent.  In  all  four 
cases  the  dwellings  were  found  to  satisfy  the  qualifying 
conditions  prescribed  by  the  Act  and  the  appropriate 
certificates  were  issued.  Three  applications  were  combined 
with  an  application  for  Standard  Grant.  In  all  three  cases 
provisional  certificates  were  issued  prior  to  commencement 
of  the  work  and  in  two  cases  the  qualification  certificate 
was  issued  on  completion  of  the  work. 
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FOOD  CONTROL 


Food  Hygiene 

The  numbers  and  types  of  premises  in  the  district  which  are  subject  to 
inspection  and  control  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations , 
1960,  are  as  follows: - 


Catering  Establishments  14 
Bakehouses  9 
Licenced  Premises  and  Clubs  64 
Food  Shops  100 


Total  Premises  190 


During  the  year  some  150  visits  were  made  to  94  premises  and  the  following 
contraventions  against  the  Regulations  were  noted: - 


Cleanliness/Repair/Decoration  9 
Handwashing  Facilities  15 
First-Aid  Facilities  5 
Sanitary  Accommodation  5 


In  all  cases  where  contraventions  were  found,  the  occupier's  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  Regulations  by  informal  notice  and  improvements  were  effected. 
Seven  plans  of  new  food  premises  and  ten  plans  of  alterations  to  existing 
food  premises  in  various  parts  of  the  district  were  checked  by  this  Department 
for  compliance  with  the  structural  requirements  of  the  current  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  many  discussions  and  site  meetings  took  place  with  the 
applicants  or  their  architects.  The  majority  of  the  work  involved  was  still 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition  six  plans  of  new  food  premises 
in  the  Nail  sea  Redevelopment  Scheme  were  similarly  checked. 

Food  Complaints 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  relating'  to:- 


Foreign  matter  in  bread  1 
Foreign  matter  in  canned  foods  2 
Mould  in  meat  products  1 
Mould  in  bread  2 
Decomposition  in  canned  meats  1 


All  incidents  were  taken  up  informally  wath  the  suppliers  concerned. 

Several  complaints  were  again  received  from  store  Managers  concerning  the 
breakdown  of  frozen  food  cabinets  resulting  in  the  condemnation  of  nearly 
£350.00  worth  of  various  frozen  foods. 

An  unusual  incident  occurred  during  the  year  involving  a  butchers  shop. 

A  passing  vehicle  chose  to  leave  the  highway  and  enter  the  shop  through  the 
plate  glass  window  of  the  shop  front.  Many  joints  of  fresh  meat  were  on  display 
at  the  time  and  the  Department  was  called  in  to  condemn  561bs  of  meat  because 
of  contamination  with  splintered  glass J 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  108  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice-cream,  there  being  no  premises  registered  for  its  manufacture.  52 
of' these  premises  were  included  in  the  premises  inspected  under  the  food 
hygiene  regulations. 
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12  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  testing.  All  were  reported  as  being  within  the  provisional 
grades  1  or  2. 

Milk 


No  new  notices  were  served  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations  requiring  the  heat  treatment  of  brucella  infected  raw 
milk.  The  heat  treatment  notice  served  on  a  farmer  at  Abbots  Leigh  and  which 
has  been  in  force  since  May  1968  was  withdrawn  in  October.  The  farmer  concerned 
relinquished  his  producer  -  retailer  licence  in  which  case  all  his  milk  is 
removed  in  bulk  for  heat  treatment.  The  heat  treatment  notice  served  on  Messrs. 
N.L.  Reeves  and  Sons,  Home  Farm,  Backwell  Hill,  on  6th  November  1970  remained 
in  force  throughout  1971. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  is  a  private  wholesale  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  licenced  under 
Section  62  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  During  the  first  half  of  the  year 
three  qualified  staff  were  engaged  on  a  part  time  basis  and  during  the  second 
half  of  the  year  two  members  of  staff  were  so  engaged.  The  maximum  charges 
are  made  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963. 

I  set  out  below  a  table  showing  the  numbers  and  types  of  animals  inspected 
each  year  since  1962:- 

Cattle  Sheep 

Year  excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  Total 

Cows  Lambs  Carcasses 


1962 

1,505 

233 

692 

4,452 

4,262 

11,248 

1963 

1,854 

214 

510 

3,849 

5,509 

11,936 

1964 

2,289 

891 

384 

5,955 

6,562 

16,081 

1965 

2,356 

1,004 

368 

5,321 

7,193 

16,342 

1966 

2,349 

1,265 

428 

6,696 

8,113 

18,852 

1967 

2,430 

1,046 

699 

7,396 

8,220 

19,791 

1968 

2,493 

1,276 

886 

7,268 

8,520 

20,443 

1969 

2,456 

1,197 

.  692 

4,829 

9,472 

18,646 

1970 

2,811 

1,072 

510 

5,070 

9,285 

18,748 

1971 

2,926 

1,185 

291 

5,671 

11,569 

21 ,642 

This  shows  quite  clearly  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed 
during  the  past  ten  years  particularly  in  the  beef  and  pork  trade.  The 
total  number  of  carcasses  inspected  during  1971  was  approaching  double  the 
number  inspected  in  1962. 
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Carcasses  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Conclcmod  in  whole  or  in  part  during  year 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horsi 

Number  killed 

2,926 

1,185 

291 

5,671 

11,569 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

2,926 

1,185 

291 

5,671 

11,569 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

1 

2 

4 

4 

7 

- 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  comdemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

496 

324 

68 

368 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

16.1 

23.3 

1  .4 

1.3 

3.3 

- 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

10 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

0.08 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Carcasses  submitted  to 

treatment  by  referigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned 

Wei ght  of  Meat  condemned 

- 

(in  lbs  a)  for: 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

- 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

- 

— 

- 

- 

■- 

- 

(c)  Other 

5,582 

4,288 

160 

304 

1 ,481 

- 

Total  (iri  lbs.)  condemned 

5,582 

4,288 

160 

304 

1,581 

— 
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POLLUTION  CONTROL  AND 
NUISANCE  ABATEMENT 


Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968 


During1  the  year  two  notifications  were  received  under  Section  3  of  the 
1956  Act  concerning  the  proposed  installation  of  new  furnace  and  boiler 
plant.  One  formal  application  was  received  under  Section  3  of  the  1968 
Act  -  grit  and  dust  arrestment  plant  -  and  two  formal  applications  were 
received  under  Section  6  -  chimney  heights.  All  such  applications  were 
officially  approved. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  discussions  took  place  with  representatives 
of  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company  following  their  submission  of  proposals  in 
respect  of  the  large  steam  raising  plant  to  be  installed  at  their  new  tobacco 
processing  factory  at  Claverham.  These  discussions  led  to  modifications 
of  the  plant,  improved  instrumentation  and  a  multi -flue  chimney.  The  plant 
was  commissioned  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  no  complaints  of  stack  emissions 
have  been  received  by  the  Department. 

The  new  waste  wood  incinerator  at  the  Avalon  Furnitui’e  Company,  Yatton  was 
also  commissioned  during  the  year.  Unfortunately  teething  troubles  were 
experienced  with  this  plant  and  many  complaints  of  smoke  and  grit  emission 
from  the  new  chimney  were  received  by  the  Department.  The  plant  manufacturers 
were  re-called  and  stayed  on  the  site  until  the  plant  was  working  satisfactorily. 
Since  then  no  further  complaints  have  been  received  in  this  respect. 

In  addition  to  the  complaints  referred  to  above,  16  complaints  of  smoke 
nuisance  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  emissions  from  chimneys 
and  emissions  from  the  indiscriminate  burning  of  trade  refuse  including 
rubber  tyres  and  electric  cable.  All  incidents  were  dealt  with  informally 
although  in  one  case  of  dark  smoke  emission  from  an  established  industrial 
tip  it  became  necessary  to  report  the  matter  with  a  view  to  legal  proceedings 
being  taken  against  the  tip  operators  under  Section  1  of  the  1968  Act. 

Proceedings  in  the  local  Magistrates  Court  were  ultimately  successful  and 
no  further  complaints  have  been  received.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note 
that  the  contravention  occurred  on  the  3rd  September  1971,  the  Court  hearing 
was  on  30th  March  1972  and  the  fine  imposed  was  £15.00  (the  maximum  prescribed 
by  the  Act  being  £100.00). 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 


During  the  year  some  20  complaints  were  received  of  noise  nuisance  in  the 
district  relating  to  such  matters  as  factory  machinery,  compressors,  vehicle 
repairing  operations  and  the  inevitable  barking  dogs.  All  incidents  were 
dealt  with  informally. 

Upon  the  commissioning  of  the  new  incinerator  at  the  Avalon  Furniture  Company, 
many  complaints  were  received  of  excessive  noise  emanating  from  this  plant. 

The  Company  engaged  a  specialist  firm  of  Accoustic  Engineers  to  investigate 
this  problem  who  reported  that  there  were  three  sources  of  noise  involved. 
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Additional  equipment  was  designed  and  fitted  to  the  plant  ans  noise 
level  readings  taken  by  this  Department  before  and  after  this  work 
indicated  an  overall  reduction  of  some  three  to  four  decibels  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  affected  dwellings.  No  further  complaints  have  been 
received.  It  would  seem  that  the  main  cause  for  complaint  was  the  type 
and  pitch  of  the  noise  rather  than  its  intensity  or  loudness. 

As  in  previous  years  numerous  complaints  were  again  received  by  the 
Department  concerning  noise  and  vibration  allegedly  caused  by  blasting 
operations  at  several  of  the  quarries  in  the  district  and  many  visits 
were  made  to  the  individual  quarries  concerned.  Complaints  in  respect 
of  one  particular  quarry  have  been  so  numerous  that  Counsel’s  Opinion 
was  ultimately  sought  in  respect  of  public  nuisance  at  common  law. 

Counsel's  Opinion  in  this  respect  was  favourable. 

The  Department  continued  to  take  noise  level  readings  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  motoi'way  workings  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  noise 
levels  gradually  reduced  from  the  high  levels  experienced  last  year 
until  late  April  when  the  continuous  moving  of  won  stone  by  heavy 
vehicles  ceased. 

Public  Health  Acts  1936  and  1 961 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  incidents  which 
come  within  the  statutory  nuisance  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
involving  such  matters  as  choked  and  defective  drainage  systems, 
overflowing  cesspits,  accumulation  of  refuse,  pollution  of  watercourses, 
fly  infestations,  odours,  dust  and  fumes  from  industrial  and  other 
commercial  activities  and  housing  defects. 

During  the  year  a  system  of  effluent  irrigation  was  installed  at  the 
Winford  Market  in  order  to  overcome  the  pollution  of  the  Winford  Brook 
experienced  in  past  years.  This  installation  was  kept  under  observation 
and  was  found  to  be  generally  sati sf actory .  No  further  complaints  of 
direct  pollution  have  since  been  received. 

As  in  previous  years  many  complaints  were  received  by  the  Department 
during  1971  relating  to  excessive  dust  emissions  from  the  various  mineral 
workings  within  the  district.  Two  quarries  in  particular  came  under 
constant  fire  and  pressure  by  this  Department  brought  about  continued 
improvements  at  one  quarry  but  unfortunately  not  at  the  other.  The 
dixficulity  in  respect  of  this  second  quarry  as  far  as  this  Department 
was  concerned  was  that  the  dust  emissions  complained  of  were  affecting 
the  enjoyment  of  recreational  activities  on  private  property  as  opposed 
to  being  a  statute ry  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  situation  was  therefore  fundamentally  a  civil  matter  at  common  law. 

During  the  year  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment  issued  the 
Alkali  &c.  Works  Order  1971  which  extended  as  from  the  1st  July  1971  the 
list  of  processes  scheduled  in  the  Alkali  &,c.  Works  Regulation  Act  1906 
to  include-  the  crushing,  grading,  heating  and  subsequent  handling  of  stone 
at  Mineral  Works.  A  process  is  scheduled  under  the  Alkali  Act  if  it  gives 
rise  to  emissions  to  atmosphere  which  are  particularly  dangerous  or 
offensive  or  are  technically  difficult  to  control,  involving  many  processes 
in  the  chemical  industry  and  some  processes  in  the  metalurgical ,  ceramic  and 
fuel  industries. 


I  set  oat  below  very  briefly  the  main  provisions  of  the  Alkali  Act:- 

10  Any  industrial  premises  containing  one  or  more  "scheduled 

processes"  must  be  registered  with  the  Alkali  Inspectorate 
of  the  Department  of  the  Environment  and  such  registration 
must  be  renewed  annually.  The  premises  thus  becomes  a 
"Registered  Works". 

2.  The  Act  requires  the  "best  practicable  means"  to  be  taken 
at  all  times  regardless  of  nuisance,  to  minimise  emissions 
to  atmosphere  from  the  scheduled  processes.  This  includes 
not  only  the  actual  provision  of  suitable  equipment  but  also 
its  proper  maintenance  and  operation. 

3.  All  new  plant  must  be  provided  with  such  means  before  registration 
and  operation. 

4.  The  Act  requires  routine  inspection  and  supervision  by  the 
District  Alkali  Inspector. 

5.  The  Act  specifies  acidic  limits  for  some  chemical  emissions  and 
there  are  "presumptive  limits"  for  most  other  emissions  set  by 
the  Chief  Alkali  Inspector. 

6.  If  these  presumptive  limits  are  exceeded,  it  is  considered  by 
the  Alkali  Inspectorate  that  the  best  practicable  means  are  not 
being  taken. 

7.  The  presumptive  limit  for  emissions  from  the  scheduled  processes 
in  mineral  works  is  that  the  dust  burden  of  the  exhaust  gases 
shall  not  exceed  0.2  grains  per  cubic  foot.  This  limit  can  only 
apply  where  the  emission  is  discharged  via  a  chimney. 

8.  Ultimate  enforcement  is  by  way  of  prosecution  in  the  Magistrates 
Court  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate. 

9.  The  statutory  nuisance  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  do 
not  apply  to  nuisance  caused  by  any  of  the  scheduled  processes. 

This  matter  has  been  discussed  with  the  District  Alkali  Inspector  for  the 
South  West  and  it  is  agreed  that  complaints  of  dust  nuisance  will  probably 
still  be  received  and  investigated  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Local 
Authorities  and  only  when  a  scheduled  process  is  involved  will  the  problem 
be  referred  to  the  Alkali  Inspectorate.  During  the  later  part  of  the  year 
joint  visits  with  the  Alkali  Inspector  were  made  to  all  the  mineral  workings 
in  the  district  to  determine  which  premises  and  plant  should  be  registered. 

It  should  be  noted  that  any  un-scheduled  process  or  other  activity  within 
the  quarry  which  gives  rise  to  dust  nuisance  is  still  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  Nuisance  from  noise  arising 
from  quarrying  activities  also  remains  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  including  noise  from  the  scheduled  processes. 
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WORKING  CONDITIONS 


Offices,  Shops  and  Rail-ray  Premises  Act  1963 


The  type  and  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the 
Act,  the  number  of  persons  employed,  and  the  number  of  inspections 
of  such  premises  is  as  follows: - 


No.  of  premises  Total  No.  of 
newly  registered  registered 
during  the  year  premises  at 

end  of  year 


No.  of  premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 


Offices 

5  42 

20 

Retail  Shops 

3  123 

116 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

3 

3 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  Canteens 

13 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

- 

8  182 

152 

Class  of  Workplace 

No,  of  Persons 

Employed 

M, 

F, 

Offices 

111 

83 

Retail  Shops 

89 

285 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  7 

3 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public  11 

39 

Canteen 

- 

- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

7 

- 

225  + 

410 

=  635 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  the  following  contraventions 

were 

found: - 

Section  4 

Cleanliness  9 

Section  9  - 

Sanitary  Accommodation  5 

Section  10 

Washing  Facilities  15 

Section  24 

First  Aid  5 

Informal  action  brought  about 

the  requisite  improvements. 

There  were  three  minor  accidents  occurring  on  registered  premises  reported 
during  the  year. 
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Factories  Act  1961 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961. 


Part  1  of  the  Act 

1  .  Inspections 

Number  on  _ Number  of _  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Written  Prosecuted 

Notices 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  8c  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A.'s  6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  83 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 

out -workers '  premises)  17 


1 


34  3 


Total:  106 


35  3 


2.  Defects 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
wore  found 

Found  Remedied  Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 


No  defects  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding-,  unreasonable  temperatures,  inadequate 
ventilation  or  ineffective  drainage  of  floors,  were  found. 


Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(Section 

7) 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

—  — 

- 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including) 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

Total: 

2 

2 

1 

- 

Part  VIII 

of  the  Act 

Outwork  Sections  133  and  134 

Number  of  Outworkers  in  August  list  -  7 

Nature  of  work  -  wearing  apparel  (making  etc.) 


23 


MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES 


Pest  Control 


During1  the  year  212  complaints  were  received  of  rat  or  mice 
infestation  in  dwelling  houses.  All  were  investigated  by  Rentokil 
Laboratories  Limited  working  under  their  annual  contract  with  the 
Council.  178  dwellings  were  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and 
34  dwellings  to  be  infestated  by  mice  and  the  necessary  treatments 
were  carried  out.  In  addition  some  162  other  dwellings  were  checked  for 
rodent  infestation.  Of  these  21  were  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and 
10  to  be  infested  by  mice  and  consequently  appropriate  treatments  were 
carried  out. 

In  addition  to  dwelling  houses  the  Rentokil  contract  covers  the  Council's 
own  property  including  offices  and  depots,  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works . 
These  properties  were  checked  at  six  -  eight  weeks  intervals  and 
treatments  carried  out  as  necessary.  The  annual  test  baiting  of  sewers 
was  carried  out  during  May  when  approximately  10%  of  the  sewer  manholes 
in  the  district  were  bench  baited.  In  15  manholes  partial  takes  were 
noted  and  follow  up  baiting  carried  out. 

Some  complaints  were  also  received  of  rodent  infestation  in  industrial, 
agricultural  and  other  commercial  premises.  Visits  were  made  and 
general  advice  given  as  appropriate. 

Complaints  of  infestation  by  other  pests  were  dealt  with  by  general 
advice  where  appropriate.  The  number  of  complaints  concerning  wasps 
nests  in  dwellings  rose  considerably  during  the  summer  months  and  113 
cases  were  referred  to  Rentokil  for  treatment. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

There  are  six  licenced  premises  in  the  district  as  follows 


Parish 

Dogs 

Cats 

Abbots  Leigh 

20 

20 

Barrow  Gurney 

60 

14 

Cleeve 

12 

- 

Easton-in-Gordano 

100 

40 

Easton-in-Gordano 

6 

- 

North  Weston 

8 

All  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  contravention  of 


licence  conditions  were  found  as  follows:- 

Inadequate  f ire-f ighting  equipment  1 
Inadequate  heating  facilities  2 
Inadequate  exercise  area  1 
Inadequate  bedding  material  2 


Informal  notices  were  served  and  all  defects  rectified. 
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Caravan  Sites 


The  number  and  type  of  sites  in  the  district  are  as  follows 


Permanent 


Seasonal 


Sites  of  more  than  one  caravan 


10 


9 


Sites  of  only  one  caravan 


7 


Estimated  number  of  occupants 


500 


2,000 


A  survey  was  carried  out  during  the  months  of  August,  as  in  the 
rest  of  the  County,  to  ascertain  the  use  of  the  licenced  sites 
in  the  district.  On  the  permanent  sites  licenced  for  189 
caravans,  186  were  sited  and  occupied.  On  the  second  seasonal 
sites  licenced  for  552  caravans,  522  were  on  site  and  in  use. 

In  addition  to  the  August  Survey  all  sites  were  visited  at  other 
times  during  the  year  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory . 

During  the  year  eight  caravans  were  found  to  be  in  unauthorised 
positions  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  Informal  action  by 
the  Department  and  in  one  case  County  Court  proceedings  by  the 
Land  owner  secured  the  removal  of  six  caravans  and  it  became 
necessary  to  report  the  continued  unauthorised  stationing  of  the 
remaining  two  caravans  with  a.  view  to  legal  proceedings  being 
taken  under  Section  1  of  the  Act.  in  addition  some  forty  gipsy 
caravans  converged  on  the  Felton  Common  within  a  relatively  short 
timec  All  were  ultimately  moved  on  by  an  even  larger  gathering 
of  the  Bath  and  Somerset  Const abularly  leaving  this  Authority 
with  the  unseemly  task  of  restoring  the  Common  to  its  pre-invasion 
state ! 

Petroleum  (Cons olidation)  Act  1928 

During  the  year  pressure  testing  of  the  older  underground  petroleum 
storage  tanks  at  the  licenced  filling  stations  was  undertaken.  Tanks 
which  failed  the  test  were  taken  out  of  use  and  in  some  cases  new 
tanks  were  installed.  The  petrol  filling  stations  in  the  district 
can  now  generally  be  regarded  as  complying  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Home  Office  Model  Code  of  Principles  of  Construction  and 
Licencing  Conditions. 


